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Course overview
This course introduces students to the growing body of literature on sex, gender and gender relations in periods of crisis produced by natural, technological or human-induced disasters. We analyze gender differences and inequalities through the disaster cycle and gender as a cross-cutting theme in disaster vulnerability and resilience. While the theoretical orientation of the course is the sociology of disaster, assigned readings are drawn from many disciplines and include theoretical writing, empirical case studies, conference papers, first-person narratives, NGO reports and governmental policy documents. We are here to exchange ideas and learn from one another—not always to agree. Vigorous debates are likely and welcome, and every student’s views will be heard and respected. I anticipate, welcome, encourage, and require your active participation in this class as we are all both teachers and learners. 

This is a new field so we will be close intellectual collaborators this term. Your research, writing, and ideas will contribute toward the development of a more gender-sensitive approach to hazards and disasters. I look forward to working with you.
Learning objectives

At the conclusion of this course, I expect you will be able to:
· Relate the social construction of disasters to international social, political, economic and environmental patterns
· Analyze sex, gender and gender relations in diverse hazard and disaster contexts
· Compare and contrast women’s and men’s disaster experiences across social locations and cultures
· Assess the practical implications of the literature for emergency managers and practitioners
· Identify research gaps and needs in the field
· Develop or strengthen your research, writing and presentation skills
More about my teaching and grading
I will do my best to answer your questions, respect your ideas, point you in new directions, and help you become both a self-learner and a teacher of others. In doing so, we will all think and write in ways that respect and reflect the diversity of peoples in the US and the world. 

I do reserve the right to make changes or additions as needed to this syllabus, letting you know in class or by email of any changes. I also expect you to submit only your own original work following the guidelines for academic honesty set out by your institution.  

Readings
This short course is designed for graduate students and advanced undergraduates. You can expect to read intensively both before and after the week I will be in residence (May 18-22).  As this is an advanced level course, you will also read independently for your research based final paper. 
Two texts are required and are available in your campus bookstore or on line: 

1. Heads Above Water: Gender, Class, and Family in the Grand Forks Flood.  Alice Fothergill, 2004

2. Women and Disasters: From Theory to Practice, Brenda Phillips and Betty  Hearn Morrow, eds.,  2008
3. On-line readings are also assigned which you can access through the hyperlinks provided and/or your library journal data base (see below). Free-use PDFs are also included in the readings and made available to you through the course website. 
Evaluation  
As this is an intensive course and I will be in residence for just one week, class attendance and your informed and active participation are essential. Your final grade will reflect class participation, short writing assignments before and during the residency week, and a major paper based on independent research. Assignment guidelines and a research guide will be provided for the final paper, which is due by midnight on June 3. 
Letter grades will be assigned on the following basis: 
20%--Class participation: current events, outside reading, reading/discussions

30%--Three short paper (3 @ 10 %) based on advance readings and short assignments 
50%--Independent research and writing (20 page term paper)
Foundational readings (to be completed before May 18)
A. Taken together, these foundational reading cover the following:   

· Core concepts and frameworks

· Social construction of disaster studies: feminist critiques

· International perspectives and patterns
· Gender, disaster risk and global development 

· Gendered vulnerabilities and capacities in disasters

First Paper: Please read these with attention to the above and write a short (3-5 page) reflections paper relating at least two of the assigned readings with respect to theory, method and implications for disaster management. Class meetings will be arranged with Dr. Klenow to discuss the readings and your reflection papers.
1.  Enarson, Fothergill & Peek, 2006. Gender and disaster: Foundations and possibilities. Handbook of Disaster Research, 
Ch. 5

2.  Enarson & Meyreles, 2004. International Perspectives on Gender and Disaster: Differences and Possibilities. 
International Journal of Sociology and Social Policy 14  (10 ): 49-92.

3. Enarson and Phillips, Invitation to a new feminist disaster sociology. Women and Disasters, Ch. 2

4. Fordham, The intersection of gender and social class in disaster. Women and Disasters, Ch. 3
5.  Bolin et al., 1998. Gender inequality, vulnerability and disaster: issues in theory and research: 
http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12884/doc12884.pdf
6. Neumayer & Plumper, 2007.  The Gendered Nature of Natural Disasters: The Impact of Catastrophic Events on the 
Gender Gap in Life Expectancy, 1982-2002. Annals of the Association of American Geographers 97 (3)
7.  Bateman & Edwards, 2002. Gender and evacuation: a closer look. Natural Hazards Review 3 (3).

8.  Cutter, Tiefenbacher &  Soleci, 1992.  Engendered fears: femininity and technological risk perception. Industrial 
Crisis Quarterly 6: 5-22.

9.  Major, 1999. Gender differences in risk and communication behavior: responses to the New Madrid earthquake 
prediction. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 17 (3): 313-338.
10. O’Brien & Atchison, 1998. Gender differentiation and aftershock warning response: 
 

      http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12897/doc12897.htm
11. Ollenburger & Tobin, Women, aging and post-disaster stress. Women and Disasters, Ch. 5

12. Enarson, Women and housing issues in two US disasters. Women and Disasters, Ch. 7

13. Fothergill, Women’s roles, and Family and religion. Heads Above Water, Ch. 3 and 7

B. Taken together, these foundational reading cover the following
· Family, work and disaster
· Gender based violence and women’s human rights in disasters

· Men and gender in disaster

· Cultural work with gender themes

· Women’s leadership in disasters

· Gender mainstreaming in disaster risk reduction

Second Paper: Please read these with attention to the above and write a short (3-5 page) paper relating at least two with respect to theory, method and practical implications. Class meetings will be arranged with Dr. Klenow to discuss the readings and your reflection papers.

1. Enarson, 2000. Gender and natural disasters. Final report prepared for the International Labour Organization’s InFocus Programme on Crisis and Reconstruction: http://www.unisdr.org/eng/library/Literature/7566.pdf
2. Paolisso, Ritchi &  Ramirez, 2002. The significance of the gender division of labor in assessing disaster impacts: a case study of Hurricane Mitch and hillside farmers in Honduras.  International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 20 (2)
3. Wiest, A comparative perspective on household, gender, and kinship in relation to disaster: 
http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12887/doc12887.pdf
4. Fothergill, Financial Fallout and the Stigma of Charity. Heads Above Water, Ch. 4 and 5

5. Fothergill, The re-creation of domestic culture. Heads Above Water, Ch. 9

6. Hoffman, Eve and Adam among the embers: gender patterns after the Oakland Berkeley firestorm: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12886/doc12886.htm
7. Peek and Fothergill, 2008. Displacement, gender and the challenges of parenting after hurricane Katrina. National      

       Women’s Studies Journal 20 (3) 
8. Fothergill, Threats to mind and body, and Domestic violence. Heads Above Water, Ch. 6 and 8
9. Thornton and Voigt, Disaster rape: Vulnerability of women to sexual assaults during Hurricane Katrina. Journal of Public Management & Social Policy 13(2)
10. APWWLD, Why are women more vulnerable during disasters? Violations of women’s human rights in the tsunami aftermath: http://www.apwld.org/pdf/tsunami_report_oct2005.pdf 

11. Yonder et al, Women’s participation in disaster response and recovery: 
        http://www.unicef.org/emerg/files/women_disaster_relief.pdf
12. Enarson, 2000. ‘We will make meaning out of this’: women’s cultural responses to the Red River Valley flood. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 18 (1)
13. David, 2008, Cultural trauma, memory and gendered collective action. National Women’s Studies Journal 20 (3)
14. Enarson and Morrow, Women will rebuild Miami: 
http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12898/doc12898.htm
15. Wilson and Oyola-Yemaiel, Professionalization and gender in local emergency management. Women and Disasters, Ch. 9 

Residency week: May 18-22
We have a very short time to work together in residence. To make the most of it, do come to class every day, complete all assignments, and develop your ideas the assigned term paper.

Each day will include time for lecture and discussion, based primarily on these assigned readings. Do come prepared to discuss the relevant readings you covered in the preceding two weeks.  You are also asked to complete several short assignments this week. These involve outside reading and short class presentations. You will also meet with me individually to discuss your term paper topic. More specifically, we will use each of the five days to advantage, moving from the general to the specific and from theory to practice. 

Each of our five days together will include some combination of these activities:

· Lecture and discussion

· Connecting in practice: student presentations/discussion on current events related to G&D 

· Resource sharing—student presentations on readings 

· Research paper--individual meetings on student paper topics

· Independent guided discussion/resource sharing for the group during one-on-one meetings
Readings are modest this week as you will have completed most required readings before this week of residency. However, in addition to the short assignments below, including notes on your term paper, select three papers, one from each of the3  reading lists below.  Please read the LDC paper for discussion on Tuesday, the HDC paper for Wednesday, and Emerging Issues for discussion on Thursday.
Third paper:  In preparation for discussion the case study you selected, prepare (and submit) for each article a one-page typed synopsis that includes your critical commentary (theory, method, application). The three combined constitute your third short paper for this course. The third paper will be collected in class Friday morning.

Residency week course structure and assignments

1. Connections—come prepared each day to offer a short comment on current events related to reading topics 
2. Lecture and discussion—come prepared each day to discuss relevant assigned readings you completed earlier

3. Short reading papers--come prepared Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday to share your critique of the articles you selected (one page synopsis due)--the 3 combined are due Friday morning
4.  Individual meetings on your paper --come prepared to talk about your paper with me (short written response on the paper sections indicated below are due Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday)
· Tuesday (your topic)

· Wednesday (your table of contents)
· Thursday (your research strategy)

· Friday (where to go to celebrate the week)

5.  Video and discussion: we will integrate these videos into our discussions as feasible
Course topics, Monday-Friday

Monday:   
Conceptual foundations: making the connection

Video: Women in the eye of the storm
Discussion assignment # 1:  none
Term paper  assignment #1:  Write a paragraph stating your problem area/thesis statement and your guiding research questions 
Tuesday:
Gendered disaster risk in less developed countries (LDC)
Video:  Gender dimension of the tsunami and From Chaos to Creativity
Discussion assignment # 2:   Be prepared to lead a discussion on the case study  from poor countries that you elected to read and analyze. 
Term paper assignment # 2:  Write a draft table of contents with as much detail as possible. The paper should include an international comparative perspective and a final section in which you develop the implications for policy and practice, as well as for further research.
Wednesday:
Gendered disaster risk in highly developed countries (HDC)
Video: Women of Ground Zero and Still Waiting: Life After Katrina
Discussion assignment # 3:   Be prepared to lead a discussion on the case study from affluent countries that you elected to read and analyze. 

Term paper assignment # 3:  Prepare a draft bibliography including at least 10 scholarly references. You may use assigned readings in the final paper but do not include these now.

Thursday: 
Emerging concerns in G&D

Discussion assignment # 4:  Be prepared to lead a discussion on the case study on emerging issues that you elected to read and analyze. Compile the 3 short reading papers and submit as one on Friday morning. 
Term paper assignment # 4:  Draft at least one section of your research paper. We will discuss writing, organization, formatting, and consult on research sources.
Friday: 
From knowledge to action

Video: Women of Ground Zero, Coastal Women for Change, ISDR clip
Discussion assignment # 5:  Identify 1strategy for gender mainstreaming in DRR (LDC or HDC) and I opportunity for mainstreaming G&D in the US emergency management curriculum. Come to class prepared to promote your vision for change. We will also use this day to construct our own research agenda.

Term paper assignment # 5:  Open discussion with students on your research paper.
SELECTED CASE STUDIES FROM HIGHLY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
You are responsible for just one reading but do take a quick look at several before selecting one. If you would like to suggest a substitution, please contact me first. Is the link broken? Use a search engine to locate the article again (search title, author, key words, journal). These journals should all be available to you through the NDSU library but do consult a reference librarian for help if you have difficulty.

1. Morrow & Enarson, 1996. “Hurricane Andrew through Women’s Eyes: Issues and Recommendations.” International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 14 (1)
2. West & Orr, 2007. Race, Gender and Communications in Natural Disasters. Policy Studies Journal 35 (4) 

3. Enarson, 2001. What women do: Gendered labor in the Red River Valley flood. Environmental Hazards 3 (1)
4. Enarson and Scanlon, 1999. Gender patterns in a flood evacuation: A case study of couples in Canada’s Red River Valley. Applied Behavioral Science Review 7 (2)
5. Finlay, 1998.  ‘Floods, they’re a damned nuisance: women’s flood experiences in rural Australia: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12894/doc12894.htm
6. Stehlik &  Lawrence. 2000. Gender and drought: Experiences of Australian women in the drought of the 1990s. Disasters 24 (1)
7. Cox, 1998. Women in bushfire territory: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12893/doc12893.htm
8. Fordham and Kittridge, 1998. ‘Men must work and women must weep,’ http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12888/doc12888.htm
9. Enarson & Fordham, Lines that divide, ties that bind: race, class, and gender in women’s flood recovery in the US and UK: http://www.ema.gov.au/www/emaweb/rwpattach.nsf/VAP/(084A3429FD57AC0744737F8EA134BACB)~Lines_that_divide_ties_that_bind.pdf/$file/Lines_that_divide_ties_that_bind.pdf
10. Barnecut, 1998. Disaster prone: reflections of a female permanent disaster volunteer: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12895/doc12895.htm
11. Van Willigen, 2001. Do disasters affect individuals’ psychological well-being? An over-time analysis of the effect of hurricane Floyd on men and women in Eastern North Carolina. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 19 (1)
12. Enarson, 2001. What women do: gendered labor in the Red River Valley flood. Environmental Hazards 3 (1)
13. Always, et al. 1998. Back to normal: gender and disaster. Symbolic Interaction 21(2)
14. Litt, Getting out or staying put: An African American women’s network in evacuation from Katrina. National Women’s Studies Journal 20 (3)

15. Callaghan, W.M et al., 2007. Health concerns of women and infants in times of natural disasters: lessons learned from Hurricane Katrina. Maternal & Child Health Journal. 11 (4).
SELECTED CASE STUDIES FROM LESS DEVELOPED COUNTRIES
You are responsible for just one reading but do take a quick look at several before selecting one. If you would like to suggest a substitution, please contact me first. Is the link broken? Use a search engine to locate the article again (search title, author, key words, journal). These journals should all be available to you through the NDSU library but do consult a reference librarian for help if you have difficulty.

1. Lovekamp, Gender and disaster: a synthesis of flood research 
in Bangladesh. Women and Disasters, Ch. 4

2. Bradshaw, 2001. Reconstructing roles and relations: women’s participation in reconstruction in post-Mitch Nicaragua. Gender and Development 9 (3)
3. Fulu, 2007. Gender, Vulnerability, and the Experts: Responding to the Maldives Tsunami. Development & Change 38 (5)
4. Akerkar, 2007. Disaster Mitigation and Furthering Women's Rights: Learning from The Tsunami. Development 11
5. Ikeda, Keiko.1995. Gender differences in human loss and vulnerability in natural disasters: a case study from Bangladesh. Indian Journal of Gender Studies 2 (2)
6. Krishnaraj, Maithreyi. 1997. Gender issues in disaster management: the Latur earthquake. Gender, Technology and Development 1 (3)
7. Enarson, 2001.  ‘We want work;’ rural women in the Gujarat drought and earthquake: www.colorado.edu/hazards/qr/qr135/qr135.html. 

8. Bari, 1998. Gender, disaster, and empowerment: a case study from Pakistan: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12892/doc12892.htm
9. Serrat Viñas,  1998. Women’s disaster vulnerability and response to the Colima Earthquake: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12896/doc12896.htm
10. Delica, 1998. Balancing vulnerability and capacity: women and children in the Philippines: http://www.crid.or.cr/digitalizacion/pdf/eng/doc12890/doc12890.htm
11. Shroeder, Richard. 1987. Gender vulnerability to drought: a case study of the Hausa social environment. Natural Hazards Center: www.colorado.edu/hazards/publist.html#1.
12. Rivers, 1982. Women and children last: an essay on sex discrimination in disasters. 
Disasters 6 (4)
13. Tichagwa, 1994. The effects of drought on the condition of women. Focus on Gender 2 
(1)
14. Khondker, 1996. Women and floods in Bangladesh. International Journal of Mass Emergencies and Disasters 14 (3)
15.   Kerner & Cook, 1991. Gender, hunger and crisis in Tanzania. Pp. 257-272 in Downs, Kerner & Reyna (eds), The 
Political Economy of African Famine. 

SELECTED CASE STUDIES ON EMERGING ISSUES 

You are responsible for just one reading but do take a quick look at several before selecting one. If you would like to suggest a substitution, please contact me first. Is the link broken? Use a search engine to locate the article again (search title, author, key words, journal). These journals should all be available to you through the NDSU library but do consult a reference librarian for help if you have difficulty.

1. Scanlon, 1999. Myths of male and military superiority: fictional accounts of the 1917 Halifax explosion. English Studies in Canada 24: 1001-1025.

2. Pacholok, 2005. Masculinity in crisis: a case study of the Okanagan Mountain Park fire: http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p_mla_apa_research_citation/0/2/3/1/7/p23179_index.html

3. Biel,  2001. ‘Unknown and unsung’: feminist, African-American, and radical responses to the Titanic disaster. Pp. 305-338 in Steven Biel (ed.), American Disasters. New York: New York University Press.

4. Cupples, J. (2007) “Gender and Hurricane Mitch: Reconstructing Subjectivities after Disaster.” Disasters 31 (2)  

5. Eads, 2002. Marginalized groups in times of crisis: identity, needs, and response: http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/qr/qr152/qr152.html.
6. Pincha, 2008. Aravanis: Voiceless victims of the tsunami:
7. http://thinkbeyondboundaries.org/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=6&Itemid=38

8. Maier, 1997. Gender equity, organizational transformation and Challenger. Journal of Business Ethics 16 (9) 
9. Faisal, I.M. & Kabir, M.R. (2005) An analysis of gender-water nexus in rural Bangladesh. Journal of Developing Societies. 21 (1/2) 

10. Brody, Demetriades & Esplen, 2008. Gender and climate change: Mapping the linkages: http://www.awid.org/eng/Issues-and-Analysis/Library/Gender-and-Climate-Change-Mapping-the-Linkages-A-Scoping-Study-on-Knowledge-and-Gaps
11. Buechler, 2009. Gender, water, and climate change in Sonora, Mexico: implications for policies and programmes on agricultural income-generation. Gender and Development 17 (1)
12. Nelson and Stathers, 2009. Resilience, power, culture, and climate: a case study from semi-arid Tanzania, and new research directions. Gender and Development 17 (1)
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